GOAL 22: BOCA GRANDE: The Boca Grande Community Plan seeks to preserve

and conserve the surrounding fragile environment, recreation and open space areas, the Historic
District, the quality of life and the continued enjoyment of its natural and cultural gifts. The plan
seeks consistent enforcement of all current and future regulations with respect to zoning, traffic,
parking, law enforcement, public utilities, the Gasparilla Island Conservation District Act and the
Boca Grande Historic District. (Added by Ordinance No.05-19)

OBJECTIVE 22.1: FUTURE LAND USE. To preserve the traditional character, scale, and
tranquility of the historic village and residential areas of the Boca Grande community by
continuing to limit the densities and intensities of use and development to sustainable levels
that will not adversely impact the natural environment, overburden the existing infrastructure,
or require additions to the present infrastructure.

Lee County will continue to enforce the regulations found in the Gasparilla Island
Conservation District Act, and will assist the residents of Boca Grande to further develop
growth management policies and regulations to limit densities and intensities of development
on Gasparilla Island, in order to maintain the historic scale and development patterns of the
community. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.1: Lee County will work with the Boca Grande community to establish
boating and marine facility site location standards which will help to identify appropriate
locations and development regulations that are consistent with a scope and intensity that
will protect the community from the potential negative impacts. Future public boat
ramps and other watercraft launching facilities on Gasparilla Island will only be
developed with adequate on-site parking, and should minimize impacts to traffic and
pedestrian safety, the environment, neighborhoods, and consider marine safety issues.
(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.2: In order to preserve the existing community character of Boca Grande,
the Boca Grande community will work to develop standards to regulate all commercial
uses on Gasparilla Island. Development standards will identify commercial design
guidelines, parking and signage standards, appropriate intensity of uses and establish
location standards to ensure consistency with the existing community character.

(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.3: The Boca Grande community will work to develop regulations within
two years of the adoption of this Policy, to better manage rental and tour businesses
which have an impact on the neighborhoods and environment of the community. These
regulations will address issues such as the number and location of operators, safety,
privacy, security, liability insurance, parking facilities, property maintenance, storm
water management, and compatibility. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.4: Lee County will work with the Boca Grande community to establish a
Document Clearing House in Boca Grande, where copies of selected documents from
permit applications, variance requests, staff reports, Hearing Examiner recommendations
and resolutions, Historic District Special Certificates of Appropriateness, and
Administrative Variances and for any development on Gasparilla Island will be kept for
public inspection. The County’s failure to provide or to timely provide documents to the
Document Clearing House, or failure of the Document Clearing house to receive



documents, will not constitute a defect in notice or bar a public hearing from occurring as
scheduled. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.5: The owner or agent for any rezoning, variance or special exception
request must conduct one public informational meeting in Boca Grande where the owner
or agent will provide a general overview of the project for any interested citizens. The
applicant is fully responsible for providing the meeting space and providing security
measures as needed.

Lee County encourages zoning staff to participate in such public informational meetings.
This meeting must be conducted before the application can be found sufficient.
Subsequent to this meeting, the applicant must provide county staff with a meeting
summary document that contains the following information: the date, time, and location
of the meeting; a list of attendees; a summary of the concerns or issues that were raised at
the meeting; and a proposal for how the applicant will respond to any issues that were
raised. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.6: In order to promote water conservation and better manage this
important resource, The Boca Grande community will develop standards for permit
requests of new buildings to conduct a cistern feasibility study as part of the permitting
process. For redevelopment projects, Lee County will seek to encourage the
establishment of cisterns as a non potable water source, wherever practicable.

(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.7: In order to maintain the traditional scale and historic patterns of
development on Gasparilla Island, including areas outside the Boca Grande Historic
District, the Boca Grande community will develop regulations to preserve light, space
and air around new residential dwelling construction and to discourage "mega houses" or
“mansionization” of Boca Grande. New development or redevelopment will recognize
that traditional setbacks, particularly front and side yard setbacks, as well as strict
adherence to the Coastal Construction Control Line, within existing and proposed
neighborhoods on Gasparilla Island, should be maintained.

(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.8: Lawfully existing businesses and commercial buildings in the Boca
Grande commercial areas will be deemed to be vested as related to parking, setbacks,
height, and land use. Any expansion or change of use to one of higher intensity will
require a review of parking impacts, setbacks, height, and uses as necessary.

(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.1.9: Lee County will support the Boca Grande community in their efforts to
further investigate the need for modified development regulations applicable to Boca
Grande, based upon the unique nature of the community, the location of Boca Grande on
a barrier island at the mouth of Charlotte Harbor, the limited opportunities for supporting
infrastructure, the seasonal nature of the demand upon public facilities, and the need for
cross-county administration of growth management legislation. The Boca Grande
community may propose development regulations that address the following:

a. The creation of the Gasparilla Island Zoning Overlay district to address
inconsistencies with current zoning districts and the comprehensive plan and
GICDA, implement policies adopted in this plan, and adopt modified



development regulations such as, but not limited to, parking requirements,
minimum setbacks, and commercial and residential design standards.

b. The creation of a marine park zoning district to facilitate consistent local
enforcement of existing Federal, State and County regulations in waterfront areas
and new regulations to better manage coastal issues such as use and rental of
personal watercrafts, abandoned vessels, live aboards, sanitation, water quality,
and noise.

(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

OBJECTIVE  22.2: TRANSPORTATION, PARKING AND TRAFFIC
CIRCULATION. To ensure residential and commercial land use in Boca Grande that
recognizes the connection between the existing transportation infrastructure and the
community’s desire to preserve Boca Grande’s community character as a tranquil residential
community, with an historic village center, and abundant open space and preservation areas.
No policy in this community plan will be construed or interpreted to imply that Lee County
will implement and/or enforce new traffic regulations, traffic control, or parking regulations
which are determined to be significantly substandard or may cause a defined safety or
operational problem.

Lee County will recognize the inherent need to limit additional impacts to the existing
transportation infrastructure of Boca Grande, the varied types and limited access to the
community, the need for alternate forms of transportation within the community, the need for
specialized standards for parking and commercial service areas, and the seasonal nature of
infrastructure demand that exists throughout the community. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-
19)

POLICY 22.2.1: Lee County will continue to enforce the provisions of the Gasparilla
Island Conservation District Act which limit growth, limit building height and restrict
advertising throughout Boca Grande. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.2.2: Lee County will support the provision of convenient, safe bridges
providing access to Gasparilla and Cole Islands and supports the highest standard of
safety for vehicles, golf carts, bicycles, and pedestrians including strict enforcement of
traffic laws. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.2.3: Lee County will assist in efforts to create a Master Plan for
improvements to the bike and golf cart path along Gulf Boulevard, south of the village.
(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.2.4: In order to preserve the historic characteristics of the community, Lee
County will support the use of all way stop intersections or other traffic control methods,
rather than traffic signals, whenever possible in the Boca Grande community. (Added by
Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.2.5: Lee County will support efforts of the Boca Grande community to
beautify road right-of-ways and enhance the public realm of Boca Grande by including
provisions for streetscaping in Historic Downtown Villages in the Lee Scape Master
Plan. In order to maintain low traffic volumes, operating speeds, and noise levels,
improvements will emphasize traffic calming techniques, and the need to preserve the
aesthetic values of the community. Particular emphasis will be placed in the Historic



District. Enhancements may include village streetscaping such as additional street trees,
trash receptacles, benches and burying utilities underground. (Added by Ordinance No.
05-19)

POLICY 22.2.6: Lee County will continue to ensure viable hurricane evacuation
options for the residents and stakeholders of Boca Grande. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-
19)

POLICY 22.2.7: Lee County will support improvement of pedestrian safety by
establishing and marking crosswalks throughout the community, and by improving
pedestrian circulation within the Historic District. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

OBJECTIVE 22.3: Lee County will consider a funding request for the Boca Grande
Community Plan implementation that provides for a parking and traffic study to identify
ways to create safe and efficient parking for employees, patrons and visitors, and to
determine the appropriate parking standards which will address the capacity and design needs
of the Boca Grande commercial district. The parking and traffic study will address the
following policies. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.3.1: As a result of regional growth and local redevelopment, Lee County
will provide assistance to develop a long-range strategy to address increased parking
demand. This may result in regulations, infrastructure improvements or adoption of
management practices which incorporate any number of the following:

a. Revised traffic count thresholds

b. Maximum development intensities

c. Revised minimum parking requirements

d. Traffic congestion mitigation practices

e. Vehicle and pedestrian safety programs

f. Shared parking agreements

g. Public/Private partnerships to fund new or expanded parking facilities.

(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.3.2: Lee County will seek to maximize the efficiency and the functionality
of existing parking facilities by improving trailblazing signage, re-designing existing
parking facilities, and creating specific facilities for golf cart and bicycle parking.
Designated parking for employees, the appropriate number of parking spaces for new and
expanded uses, and enforcement of existing parking restrictions and permit requirements
will also be examined. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.3.3: Parking along the beach access streets and other public rights-of-way
will be regulated to allow convenient ingress and egress to residences and permit
adequate emergency vehicle access at all times. Lee County will support efforts of the
Boca Grande community to analyze the appropriateness of overnight and long term
parking in the public rights-of-way, the Gilchrist median, and along beach access streets.
(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)



POLICY 22.3.4: Lee County will seek to direct service vehicles and delivery vehicles to
designated unloading zones. Due to the traffic congestion in the Historic District, Lee
County will assist in establishing time restrictions on service and delivery trucks during
peak traffic periods, such as those occurring in March and April. (Added by Ordinance
No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.35: For all new development and redevelopment, Lee County will
continue to support and improve design and permitting efforts through the site plan
review process that adequately address truck deliveries, emergency vehicle access, and
solid waste disposal. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.3.6: Lee County will assist in a study of traffic patterns and flow in and
around the Post Office, Park Avenue, East Railroad Avenue and West Railroad Avenue,
seeking to develop a plan of action that will improve the functionality of the
infrastructure while preserving the aesthetics of the community. (Added by Ordinance
No. 05-19)

OBJECTIVE 22.4: CONSERVATION AND COASTAL MANAGEMENT. Lee County
will preserve, protect, and, where possible, enhance the physical integrity, village character,
ecological values, and natural beauty of Boca Grande and Gasparilla Island, focusing upon
the diverse and healthy native vegetation, the clear offshore waters, and the varied and
abundant native marine and wildlife resources in a manner compatible with the Gasparilla
Island Conservation District Act, the promotion and preservation of the historic Boca Grande
village as a thriving community, and preservation of Gasparilla Island’s historic heritage.

Lee County will support the efforts of the Federal and State authorities, and the Boca Grande
community to preserve, protect, and enhance the positive environmental qualities of
Gasparilla Island. Lee County will involve local community organizations in the planning
process and will enforce these community plan policies through implementation in the land
development regulations. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.1: Lee County will support and encourage beach renourishment and other
efforts to maintain the beaches and protect Gasparilla Island from tidal events. (Added by
Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.2: Lee County will support the State’s efforts to protect and preserve
mangroves both on private properties as well as within public lands and easements. Not
later than December 31, 2005, Lee County will review the State regulations regarding
mangrove trimming and removal and determine whether additional protections need to be
enacted on Gasparilla Island to protect its fragile environment. (Added by Ordinance No.
05-19)

POLICY 22.4.3: Lee County will strictly enforce its own policies related to the
preservation of the beach dune system, beach dune vegetation, and beach dune wildlife,
by discouraging any construction seaward of the 1979 Coastal Construction Control Line.
This policy will not apply to the placement of raised walkways intended to cross over the
dune system from adjoining properties, nor will it apply to bona fide beach renourishment
and shoreline protection efforts. Lee County will support the State’s efforts to protect the
beach dune system, beach dune vegetation, and beach dune wildlife communities on
Gasparilla Island. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)



POLICY 22.4.4: The Beach renourishment efforts of Lee County will include the re-
establishment of a beach dune system, beach dune vegetation, and beach dune wildlife
communities, including nesting birds and turtles, to the greatest extent practicable. Lee
County will monitor and enforce its policies and regulations protecting dunes, dune
vegetation, and dune wildlife communities on Gasparilla Island. Any rock or hard
revetment will be covered with sand and planted with salt resistant native plants. (Added
by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.5: Except for emergency events and public purposes, Lee County will
ban vehicular traffic from all beaches on Gasparilla Island and will provide enforcement
of the ban. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.6: Lee County will use regulatory powers to preserve, protect, and
enhance the marine habitat surrounding Gasparilla Island, including sea grass beds,
manatee habitat, estuarine habitat, and near shore waters of Gasparilla Island. Nothing in
this policy requires Lee County to support unreasonable policies of any other regulatory
agency. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.7: Lee County will review and enforce all permits for new dock
construction to assure the protection of sea grass beds, manatee habitat, tarpon fishing
grounds, and other environmental values intrinsic to Charlotte Harbor. Copies of dock
and shoreline permits will be sent to the Document Clearing House as established
pursuant to Policy 22.1.4. Nothing in this policy requires Lee County to support
unreasonable policies of any other regulatory agency. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.8: Lee County will assist in the enforcement of best management
practices for anchorages of Gasparilla Island. The Regional Planning Council and its
advisory committees will be the source of such information. (Added by Ordinance No.
05-19)

POLICY 22.4.9: Within two years of the adoption of this Policy, Lee County will
establish policies and guidelines for beach clean-up during red tide and similar
extraordinary tidal events. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.10: Within two years of the adoption of this Policy, Lee County will
establish a program to restore the plant diversity on County owned lands on Gasparilla
Island through the removal of exotic vegetation and its replacement with native species.
Such a program will be phased so that the general character of the community will be
maintained during the maturation process. Exotic species which are killed in place will
be removed as appropriate so as not to create a negative impact or create a hazard to the
community. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.11: Lee County will support programs that provide periodic clean-up
activities in aquatic preserves, on the beaches of Gasparilla Island, and at beach access
points on Gasparilla Island. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.4.12: Lee County will work in conjunction with Charlotte County to
implement a plan to stop the proliferation of iguanas and other exotic fauna on Gasparilla
Island by January, 2006. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)



POLICY 22.4.13: Lee County will provide financial and political support for research
into the causes and control of red tide and other similar extraordinary tidal events.
(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

OBJECTIVE 22.5: Lee County will manage public resources and direct public efforts to
preserve, protect, and enhance the natural environments on Gasparilla Island through
measures to control the risk of harm attributable to human impact. (Added by Ordinance No.
05-19)

POLICY 225.1: Lee County will support efforts to preserve, protect, and, where
possible, enhance the tarpon and game fish population of Charlotte Harbor and the near
shore waters of the Gulf of Mexico. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

OBJECTIVE 22.6: COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES. Lee County will
seek to ensure the continued delivery of high quality, accessible community facilities and
services that meet the educational, recreational, informational, and public safety, health and
welfare needs of the residents, visitors and stakeholders of Boca Grande.

Through the administration of county services, the Land Development and Administrative
Codes, and the cooperative efforts of interagency and intergovernmental agreements, Lee
County will continue to provide utilities and infrastructure; emergency, law enforcement and
fire protection services; education, information resource and recreation services; and
mosquito and animal control services, in a safe and efficient manner. (Added by Ordinance
No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.1: Lee County will seek to maintain and enhance the public/ private
partnership for the operation and enhancement of the Boca Grande Community Center
and other County operated facilities open to the public in the community of Boca Grande.
(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.2: Lee County will cooperate with the Gasparilla Island Water
Association (GIWA) to ensure the continued provision of potable water and sanitary
sewer service to the community of Boca Grande. Lee County will continue to support the
Wellhead Protection regulations adopted by the GIWA and Charlotte County to protect
and preserve the sources upon which the community of Boca Grande relies for its potable
water. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.3: Lee County will facilitate and provide for the disposal of solid waste,
including refuse, recyclables, and horticultural waste. Lee County will enter into an
inter-governmental agreement with Charlotte County, if necessary, to ensure that the
community of Boca Grande will have access to Charlotte County’s solid waste disposal
area located on Environmental Way in Charlotte County. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-
19)

POLICY 22.6.4: Lee County will facilitate and cooperate with the applicable mosquito
control district to control the health risk that mosquitoes represent. Lee County will
continue to support the utilization of safe, effective, and environmentally responsible
measures for mosquito control, recognizing the need to preserve local flora and fauna,
including marine life. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)



POLICY 22.6.5: Lee County will work with the applicable mosquito control district to
facilitate the dissemination of aerial spraying schedules, as well as any threat to the
public health, to the community of Boca Grande, the Boca Grande Health Clinic, and the
newspapers that serve the community of Boca Grande. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.6: Lee County will support the operation and enhancement of a reference
library facility, including the provision and improvement of adequate electronic based
equipment, internet access, and software, in cooperation with local community
organizations. Professionally trained library personnel will manage and operate the
facility. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.7: So long as local interest exists in the community of Boca Grande to
maintain an Island School to serve the population of the community of Boca Grande, Lee
County will support the Lee County School Board, if necessary, with an inter-local
agreement, in maintaining a viable school site and educational programs. Such support
may include, but is not limited to, facilitation of land use regulations, joint use of
community resources, funding assistance, joint utilization of staffing, or other applicable
coordination efforts. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.8: Lee County will cooperate with the Boca Grande Fire Control District
(BGFCD) in the provision of fire protection services to the community of Boca Grande.
Such cooperation will include, but will not be limited to, recognition that the Fire Chief
of the BGFCD has the authority for interpretation and enforcement of fire codes in the
community of Boca Grande. All homes will be required to have the address clearly
posted on the property. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.9: Lee County will provide the necessary communications infrastructure
as required to manage and dispatch all 911 calls affecting the community of Boca
Grande, entering into agreements as necessary with the BGFCD and Charlotte County.
(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.10: Lee County will cooperate in the establishment of inter-local
agreements between and among all necessary parties to provide for: 1) the appropriate
handling of hazardous materials incidents; 2) mutual aid agreements with the Englewood
Fire Control District and Charlotte County Fire and EMS; 3) advanced life support
emergency medical services; and 4) back-up EMS response as may be required by the
community of Boca Grande. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.11: Lee County will cooperate as necessary in the provision of
communications, information distribution, public service meetings, educational efforts,
and a local liaison for emergency situations affecting the community of Boca Grande.
Lee County will maintain an up-to-date list of first-in team contacts, cooperate as
necessary with applicable jurisdictions and service providers for communication of
evacuation status, shelter locations, and re-entry information in the event of an
emergency situation.  The issuance of evacuation notices will be coordinated with
Charlotte County. Lee County will work with other local, State, and Federal authorities
as necessary to assist in the provision of adequate means by which the community of
Boca Grande can be evacuated through the Cape Haze Peninsula in the event of an
emergency situation. It is acknowledged that the appropriate Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) is determined by the Boca Grande Fire Control District.

(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)



POLICY 22.6.12: Lee County Emergency Medical Services will provide land or air
transportation to the most appropriate facility based on the patients medical history and
will maintain a liaison with the Boca Grande Health Clinic to keep the clinic fully
informed of all Emergency Medical protocols and procedures for operations and any
changes that may be implemented whether temporary or permanent. The Boca Grande
Health Clinic will be informed relating to any public health issues or public county health
problems. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.13: Lee County will promote and assist as necessary in the provision of a
full-time police and law enforcement presence for the community of Boca Grande.
Cooperative arrangements in the form of inter-local agreements, or other mechanisms as
may be applicable, between Lee and Charlotte County will be supported if necessary.
(Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.6.14: The Lee County Department of Transportation will continue to
provide the necessary maintenance and improvements on all public rights-of-way to
ensure the continued safety and efficiency of roadways, paths, and surface water
management systems. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

OBJECTIVE 22.7: OPEN SPACE, RECREATION AND BEAUTIFICATION. Lee
County will seek to promote, protect and enhance existing and potential open space,
recreational facilities, and the quality of life for the residents and stakeholders of Boca
Grande. These efforts will enhance the aesthetic qualities of Boca Grande and benefit its
residents while preserving the characteristics of its fragile barrier island system.

Lee County recognizes that Boca Grande represents a unique cross-jurisdictional, barrier
island community with distinct physical attributes that govern the preservation of open space
and recreational opportunities. Lee County will seek to enhance and protect the quality of life
for residents, visitors and stakeholders through the preservation of functional open space and
recreational opportunities while seeking to limit demands upon a restricted infrastructure and
enhance the aesthetic qualities of Gasparilla Island. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.7.1: Lee County will support efforts to protect and enhance the functionality
of the eight-mile long pedestrian/bike/electric golf cart path on Gasparilla Island. Lee
County recognizes that this eight-mile long linear park and path serves a recreational
purpose, a transportation purpose, and an aesthetic purpose for the residents, visitors and
stakeholders of the Island. Not later than December 31, 2005, Lee County will undertake
efforts to improve the pedestrian/bike/electric golf cart path along the southerly end of
the path similar to those improvements located in the northerly, GICIA owned portion of
the path. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.7.2: Lee County will coordinate public works projects, such as street
resurfacing, repairs, maintenance, drainage swales and other surface water management
systems, with the Boca Grande community so that they include landscaping and aesthetic
options that are in keeping with the concept of promoting, preserving and enhancing the
ecological and aesthetic values of Gasparilla Island. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.7.3: Not later than December 31, 2005, Lee County will investigate the
feasibility of converting Banyan Street to a one-way facility and reducing the pavement
width in order to better preserve and protect the banyan trees. Lee County will assist in



establishing an historic, scenic or similar type of designation, as recommended in the
Banyan Tree Assessment Report, Banyan Street-Boca Grande, Florida, prepared by the
Lee County Division of Environmental Sciences, to further provide for the protection and
preservation of this unique street area. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.7.4: Upon adoption of this Policy, Lee County will prohibit automobile
parking on 5" Street from Park to Gilchrist, known as Mahogany and Veterans Park, in
order to protect the unique aesthetic features of this roadway. (Added by Ordinance No.
05-19)

POLICY 22.7.5: Lee County will continue to support the designation of Gasparilla
Island as a bird and wildlife sanctuary, as adopted in Lee County Ordinance 83-16. Lee
County will support the efforts of Charlotte County for the designation of Cole Island,
Live Oak Key, Peekins Ranch Cove and Key, the fishing pier at the old 400 foot railroad
bridge, and the peninsula located north of the Lee County line, (as identified in the Open
Space Inventory) and all remaining land zoned Environmentally Sensitive, as well as the
Charlotte County portion of Gasparilla Island, as a bird and wildlife sanctuary. (Added by
Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.7.6: Lee County will support and promote the preservation of
environmentally sensitive lands, and will continue to support, promote and investigate
additional funding sources for the Gasparilla Island Conservation and Improvement
Association Land Conservancy Stewardship Program and other preservation programs.
Element V of the Boca Grande Community Plan includes the inventory of existing
community open space and sensitive lands. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

OBJECTIVE 22.8: Lee County will preserve and maintain the functionality of the existing
recreational facilities currently available on the Island. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.8.1: Lee County will maintain the existing recreational facilities on
Gasparilla Island, including two tennis courts, a basketball court, a volleyball court, the
baseball field on Wheeler Street, the various beach access locations, a community
playground, the picnic areas, and fishing sites, including one on the Bayou. (Added by
Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.8.2: Lee County will assist private and public efforts to acquire the
approximately 9.19 acre F. P. & L./Belcher Oil owned property located at the south end
of Gasparilla Island. If the Florida Power & Light property on Gasparilla Island is
acquired in whole or in part with public funds, Lee County will support a community
planning workshop before recommending appropriate uses for that property. (Added by
Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.8.3: Lee County will support efforts in the Historic District to install and
maintain additional native landscaping, especially along Park Avenue and Fourth Street,
to provide greater community aesthetics, safer pedestrian movement, landscaped parking
areas for automobiles and golf carts and more efficient traffic flow. (Added by Ordinance
No. 05-19)



OBJECTIVE 22.9: HISTORIC PRESERVATION. To protect, preserve, and enhance the
historic resources and heritage of the Boca Grande community.

Lee County will seek to preserve the historic resources of Boca Grande through the adoption
of policies and regulations that recognize the unique community characteristics, a tranquil
residential community, with an historic village center, and abundant open space and
preservation areas, and that also recognize the local sensitivity of the community’s
architecture, history and legacy as an old railroad town. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.9.1: Lee County will establish a Boca Grande Historic Preservation Board
with the powers and duties found in Lee County Land Development Code Chapter 22,
Section 22-74, which includes the ability to designate historic resources and to approve or
deny applications for Special Certificates of Appropriateness. The Boca Grande Historic
Preservation Board will be comprised of seven members from the categories found in the
Lee County Land Development Code, Section 22-72, except that whenever possible the
members will be residents of the Lee County portion of the Boca Grande community.
Members will serve as described in Section 22-72 and will be appointed by the Lee
County Board of County Commissioners. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 229.2: Lee County will provide copies of applications for historic
designations and of all Special Certificates of Appropriateness, as well as administrative
variances, to the Document Clearing House as established pursuant to Policy 22.1.4, and
will send notices to all surrounding property owners, in order that the community may be
better informed and have the opportunity to participate in the process to preserve its
historic resources. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.9.3: Lee County will work with the community of Boca Grande in updating
its inventory of contributing and non-contributing structures as part of its efforts to
preserve the historic resources of Gasparilla Island. Lee County will assist in efforts to
create a record of the historic features of the Island in order to sustain a legacy for future
generations. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.9.4. Lee County will work with the Boca Grande Historic Preservation
Board and the community of Boca Grande in reviewing the design parameters applicable
to the Historic District of Boca Grande to ascertain whether additions, modifications, or
deletions need to be considered. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.9.5: Lee County will investigate the designation of Banyan Street as an
historic resource and assist with the implementation of additional recommendations
found in the Banyan Tree Assessment Report, Banyan Street-Boca Grande, Florida,
completed by the Lee County Division of Environmental Sciences, as recommended by
the Boca Grande Historic Preservation Board. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.9.6: Lee County will investigate additional fiscal and tax incentives to
preserve the economic viability of the Historic District of Boca Grande. (Added by
Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.9.7: Lee County will preserve the historic village character of the
commercial sector of Boca Grande by adhering to the criteria of the Design Guidelines
Manual for the Boca Grande Historic District in Lee County, Florida. Lee County will
support efforts of the Boca Grande community to modify site and design regulation



within the Boca Grande Historic District to include commercial signage and other design
components or uses that are not in keeping with the historic elements of the existing
community character on Gasparilla Island. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.9.8: Lee County will work with the Boca Grande Historic Preservation
Board and the community to review the build-back regulations to ascertain whether
modifications need to be undertaken in order to restore historic features in the event of
catastrophe. If necessary, regulations to allow designated historic resources to be
reconstructed will be adopted. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

OBJECTIVE 22.10: ECONOMICS. To identify and preserve the elements of the
Gasparilla Island economy that contribute to the quality of life for the residents and
stakeholders, including the restaurants, shops, fishing guides, art galleries, real estate
companies, and existing commercial businesses which combine to make Boca Grande a
unique village economy.

Lee County will work with all of the interests that make up the economy of Boca Grande to
preserve and promote the economic health of the Boca Grande community while not
expanding the amount of commercial property on the Island in accordance with the Gasparilla
Island Conservation District Act (GICDA). (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.10.1: Lee County will support efforts by the Gasparilla Island Bridge
Authority (GIBA) to secure funding for the repair and maintenance of the bridges
connecting Gasparilla Island to the mainland. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.10.2: Lee County will support efforts to preserve, maintain, and enhance the
beaches of Gasparilla Island. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.10.3: Lee County will work with the Boca Grande community to review
and ensure adopted levels of service for the provision of water, sewer, roadway capacity,
and parks and recreation are consistent with the Goals, Objectives and Policies adopted in
the Comprehensive Plan. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.10.4: To ensure the continued economic health of Boca Grande, Lee
County will seek to maximize the efficiency and the functionality of existing parking
facilities and review existing parking standards for their consistency with the historic and
environmental constraints found in the community. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.10.5: Lee County will coordinate with the Lee County School District to
ensure adequate educational opportunities are available to the residents and stakeholders
of Boca Grande. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)

POLICY 22.10.6: To ensure Boca Grande’s economic health, Lee County will support
the preservation of historic businesses and commercial structures. Support may include
historic preservation grants and development regulations which will encourage mixed use
buildings. The Gasparilla Inn is an example. (Added by Ordinance No. 05-19)



